
Sacred Heart RC Primary School

English Policy

Aims and Objectives

At Sacred Heart RC Primary School we have high aspirations for all of our pupils.

Our intention is to provide high quality teaching that enables all learners to reach

their full potential. This policy describes our practice in the teaching of English:

reading, writing, phonics, spelling, grammar, punctuation and oracy. It is defined by

current national guidance on best practice, in-service training, staff discussion and

professional judgement. Our approach to teaching of English is multi-faceted,

incorporating oracy, drama, real contexts and high-quality literature. Our priority is to

create fluent readers and writers with all the skills and knowledge they need to be

confidently literate in life. We want to instil a lifelong love of reading in our learners

as this helps to improve their vocabulary and extends their creativity.

Planning

Lesson planning is modelled on the work of the 2014 National Curriculum, leading

literacy consultants and organisations such as the National Literacy Trust and the

Centre for Literacy in Primary Education. Wherever possible, writing is linked to the

termly class topic and, therefore, the wider curriculum. Editorial skills needed for

writing (spelling, grammar, punctuation and handwriting) are taught within real

contexts wherever possible and teachers plan creative and relevant links to their



class topics as a stimulus for writing. There is a balance between fiction, non-fiction

and poetry.

Oracy – learning to talk and learning through talk

At Sacred Heart, we believe that language provides the foundation of thinking and

learning and so ensure that all classrooms are language-rich, with children engaged

in high-quality dialogue. We create structured opportunities for meaningful

conversation, discussion and talk around learning. Questioning forms the basis of

our teaching and we strongly encourage children to be inquisitive and to share their

thoughts confidently in a supportive environment. Much of our teaching is dialogic,

so that children are actively involved in their learning, with a range of strategies used

for checking understanding and taking responses such as talk partners. Through

oracy, children learn how other people make sense of the world, how language is

used to reason, how emotions and identities are expressed, and how to work

together to solve problems.

Reading

Our priority is both the teaching of reading skills and the enjoyment of literature,

enabling children to become lifelong, confident readers. We know that for all our

children to become fluent readers and writers, phonics must be taught through a

systematic and structured phonics programme. We use the Little Wandle Letters and

Sounds Revised programme to plan and provide daily engaging phonics lessons.

“Foundations for Phonics” are taught in our Nursery and then explicit phonics

teaching begins in Reception. The children are taught the terminology of phoneme,

grapheme, digraphs and trigraphs. We use sound buttons to demonstrate how the

words can be segmented and blended. Teaching follows a careful, research-based

sequence that allows children to build on their previous phonic knowledge and

master all phonic strategies as they move through school. As a result, all our children

are able to tackle any unfamiliar words that they may discover. We also model these



phonic strategies in shared reading and writing both inside and outside of the

phonics lesson and across the curriculum and school. As children build fluency,

comprehension skills become our main area of focus and questioning looks at skills

such as re-telling, inference and prediction. We believe that high-quality literature is

key to motivating children to read and instilling in children a love of literature and

children throughout the school are read a high-quality texts throughout the week.

Children are expected to read regularly at home and take home a phonically

decodable book that matches the sounds taught in school. Staff and parents both

communicate in reading records so that all adults involved know the progress that is

being made and any areas that require additional support.

Writing

At Sacred Heart, we strive to create an environment that will promote both reading

and writing. In order to ensure that all pupils learn to be confident writers we

encourage children to write creatively whilst teaching key writing skills explicitly and

systematically. As children are immersed in a subject for a term, they study quality

books about this topic and learn from related trips and visitors which allow them to

develop the knowledge to write with confidence and authority. In class, teachers plan

structured shared reading and write model pieces so children understand the

characteristics of different genres. Additionally, for each piece, children are taught a

suitable grammar concept which helps them to write accurately and learn the correct

terminology to discuss writing with precision.

Spelling

Understanding how to spell correctly is important in supporting children to organise

their thinking around language. Knowing how to apply spelling rules and recognising

key words is empowering for children. Spelling plays a significant part of



standardised assessment and is taught throughout the school. We use the 2014

National Curriculum as a guideline as to which spellings should be taught in which

year group.

Phonics in EYFS

In Nursery and Reception we use Little Wandle Letters and Sounds. Visual aids are

available to pupils.  Children learn sounds and letters rigorously through the Little

Wandle Letters and Sounds progression, which supports sounding out, segmenting

and blending. Children have a go at writing by sounding out words and recording the

sounds they hear. We use a wide range of games and activities to encourage

interest and engagement in the learning from the pupils.

KS1

As children move into KS1 they continue to be supported by Little Wandle as they

learn more phonic sounds and begin to explore more complex spelling patterns.

Daily lessons are still taught and the children use a range of activities and games to

support their learning.

From Year 1, children are actively encouraged and taught to proofread their writing

for spelling errors.

KS2

Throughout KS2, a spelling rule or new letter sounds is introduced weekly and

relevant spellings are taught in class and then applied with dictation passages.

Phonic strategies continue to be taught and referred to by staff - encouraging

children to sound out to check spelling.  Key word banks, high frequency words,



dictionaries and word pattern visuals scaffold children as necessary. Spellings are

identified by adults and children make corrections in their literacy books as part of

their response to marked work. Where additional spelling support is needed, children

work in small groups with an adult to reinforce spelling patterns, alongside their

whole-class word lists.

Grammar

An understanding of how to use grammar correctly, use relevant meta-language and

identify word classes and sentence types is taught both in the context of a piece of

writing and explicitly in whole class work. Linked to the National Curriculum

guidelines for year groups, grammar is taught and planned to fit in with relevant

genres of writing.

Handwriting

Pupils are taught precursive handwriting in Reception and during KS1 they move on

to joining this style of writing. Throughout the school and across the whole of our

curriculum the children are expected to show high standards of presentation and

take pride in their work.

Whole class guided reading

We teach guided reading throughout the school and the pupils are exposed to a wide

range of texts from picture books to comic strips, poetry to non-fiction.

The purpose of guided reading is to focus more on the comprehension of a text

rather than fluency of reading. It teaches skills such as inference and encourages



pupils to think more deeply about the meaning of the text. It provides an opportunity

to explore a wider range of vocabulary than the pupils maybe capable of reading on

their own and this can then be used later in their own oral and written work.

Reading for Pleasure

At Sacred Heart we firmly believe that reading for pleasure is an important part of

learning. We work hard to promote the importance of reading and staff share their

favourite children’s books with pupils regularly. Our pupils are encouraged to have

“free reading” books from Year 2 and these can be provided by either school or

home. These books are read in addition to the reading scheme books set by staff.

Children are encouraged to share their reviews with one another and make

recommendations to other members of their class. This provides pupils with an even

wider range of texts to enjoy and helps them to discover their preferred genre of text.


