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Mathematics  

 
Intent 
Maths is a skill we use on a daily basis and is an essential part of everyday life. Therefore, 
mathematics forms an important part of our broad and balanced curriculum where we endeavour to 
ensure that children develop an enjoyment and enthusiasm for maths that will stay with them 
throughout their lives and empower them in future life. We believe that unlocking mathematical 
fluency is an essential life skill for all learners and is a pre-requisite to being able to reason and solve 
problems mathematically. Our aim is to develop a positive culture of deep understanding, 
confidence and competence in maths that produces strong, secure learning.  
As a school, we recognise that the key to unlocking the potential in our children is through the 
development of basic mathematical skills and the understanding of mathematical concepts. We 
therefore place great emphasis on the use of concrete resources and pictorial representations at all 
ages, to enable children to fully understand the concepts and principals, when presented with 
abstract calculations and questions.  

 
Implementation 
Our Maths curriculum provides breadth and balance, is relevant and engaging and is differentiated 
to match the needs and abilities of all our children to ensure that all pupils are able to excel. As a 
school, we believe in the importance of following the concrete-pictorial-abstract approach as a 
means to developing a solid understanding of mathematical concepts which can be applied in a 
variety of contexts through reasoning and problem solving challenges. Children receive daily maths 
lessons with further skills practise in number and time tables in Start of the Day activities. We 
adhere to the school’s calculation policy which outlines the progression of strategies and methods to 
be taught. 
We follow the White Rose long term plan and use the small steps guidance to plan sequential 
lessons for each unit of work. Concrete resources are used to support learning across the school and 
to develop reasoning and problem-solving skills as children move towards an abstract understanding 
of mathematical concepts. Children develop their fluency and are encouraged to think 
mathematically through questioning and the sequential small steps in learning. Throughout the 
lesson, children’s progress is monitored and ‘in the moment’ feedback is used to address 
misconceptions and to deepen understanding. Children are given regular opportunities for reasoning 
and problems solving. 
Learning and applying times table knowledge plays and important part in maths learning with 
children developing their fluency in the recall of multiplication facts of tables up to 12 x 12 by the 
end of year 4.  
Termly assessments are used to assess progress and as a diagnostic tool for future teaching and 
learning with interventions put in place to address significant gaps in learning that cannot be 
addressed through quality first teaching. Homework activities are used to consolidate learning. 
Cross curricular links with mathematics are sought, in order to enable to children to apply their 
learning in ‘real world’ situations. 

 
Impact 
By the end of Year 6, our aspiration is that children will have become confident mathematicians able 
to use efficient and accurate skills to calculate effectively. The use of a concrete-pictorial-abstract 
approach will have enabled them to understand rather than just ‘do’, empowering them to make 



sense of mathematics. They will be able to apply these calculation skills to become confident, 
resilient problem solvers, who are able to articulate and justify their ideas mathematically.  
 


